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Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1954. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  of  the  district  was 
18,420,  a  decrease  of  40  as  compared  with  the  previous  year* 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

262  births,  of  which  12  were  illegitimate  were 
registered  during  the  year,  and  there  were  179  deaths 
from  all  causes* 

The  birth  rate  (14®  22)  has  decreased  hy  0*95  per  1,000 
of  the  population  as  compared  with  1953  end  is  lower  than 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (15.3). 

There  were  6  still  births  during  the  year  giving  a 
rate  of  0*33  as  compared  with  Oc,38  last  year*  The 
England  and  Wales  rate  was  0.37. 

The  births  comparability  factor  -  the  ratio  of  the 
national  to  the  local  fertility  index  -  dropped  to  1*17. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  -  179  -  was  12 
less  than  in  1953 ,  and  gives  a  death  rate  of  9.72,  a 
decrease  of  0.63*  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  11. 4^  The  deaths  comparability  factor  was  0*83. 

There  was  a  marked  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  1  year  of  age,  11  as  against  4®  The  infant 
mortality  rate  was  42  and  the  England  and  Wales  f igure 
25.5*  The  caxu.es  of  death  were  prematurity  2,  atelectasis 
1,  atelectasis  and  prematurity  3*  asphyxia  1,  acute 
broncho -pneumonia  1,  acute  bronchiolitis  1,  pneumonia  1, 
congenital  heart  lesion  1. 
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There  were  no  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis. 

Infectious  diseases  were  responsible  for  13  deaths  - 
meningococcal  infection  1,  influenza  1  and  pneumonia  11. 

INFECT  I OUS  DISEASES 


The  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  year  was 
220  and  measles  accounted  for  132  of  these. 

Combined  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  has  been  generally  adopted  in  the  district  and  the 
relevant  data  are  given  later  in  the  report. 

Food  Poisoning.  Only  one  case  was  notified  and 

investigations  suggested  that  pork  cheese  was  probably 
responsible  as  this  had  been  the  only  item  of  food  not 
consumed  by  the  other  members  of  the  family. 

Similar  cases  had  occurred  previously  in  the  parishes 
of  B intree ,  F  oxley,  Bawde swell  and  G-uist,  and  in  each  case 
pork  cheese  had  been  consumed.  The  supplies  of  pork 
cheese  came  from  three  different  butchers  and  the  cases 
occurred  at  the  warmest  season  of  the  year.  Cold  storage 
provision  existed  in  the  butcher1  s  shops.  None  of  the 
suspected  pork  cheese  was  available  for  examination  and 
several  specimens  of  faeces  sent  to  the  laboratory  failed 
to  yield  any  clue. 


In  April  several  households  in  Rougham  were  affected  by 
gastro -intestinal  symptoms  of  short  duration.  The  only 
common  food  consumed  was  milk,  and  there  was  little  doubt 
that  the  cowman,  who  had  had  gastro -intestinal  trouble  a  few 
days  before  the  outbreak,  was  responsible.  Milk  from  this 
farm  was  not  pasteurised  and  no  causative  organism  was 
obtained  on  culture  either  from  the  milk  or  from  the  faeces. 

Poliomy elit i s .  One  of  the  three  cases  notified  was 

paralytic. 

Diphtheria.  The  first  notification  of  this  disease  since 

1949  was  received  and  the  case  occurred  in  a  farmer.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  there  were  only  179  notifications 
of  diphtheria  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  in  195 Ac 
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The  incidence  of  the  .  notifiable  diseases  is  given  in 
the  following  tables,  the  first  giving  the  total 
notifications  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the 
previous  three  years,  and  the  second  table  giving  the 
age  distribution. 
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Tub  er  culosis, 


During  the  year  20  cases  were  added  to  the  register,  of 
which  6  were  inward  transfers,  1  was  a  restoration  to  the 
register,  and  2  were  service  personnel. 

The  comparative  figures  for  the  preceding  three  years 
were :  - 

1951  -  19.  1952  -  25.  1953  -  14. 


The  distribution  of  the  20  cases  by  age  and  sex  is 
given  in  the  following  table: - 
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known. 

(a)  denotes  one  inward  transfer;  (c)  denotes  three 
inward  transfers;  (R)  denotes  restoration  to  the  register. 

Five  patients  were  admitted  to  Dereham  Isolation 
Hospital,  for  treatment. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  this  year  . 
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The  numbers  remaining  on  the  register  were :  - 
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The  statistics  for  the  County  of  Norfolk  per  1,000  of 
the  population  in  1954  are  given  below  with  the  data  for 
Mitford  and  Launditch  in  "brackets  fox'  purposes  of 
comparison. 
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B»C«G»  Vaccination 

The  Norfolk  County  Council  has  now  sanctioned  the 
introduction  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  in  this  area  for  school 
children  aged  14  years  and  over  in  the  following  schools  - 
Dereham  Girls1  High  School,  Dereham  Boys  and  Girls  Modern 
Secondary  Schools,  Litchan  Modern  Secondary  School. 

B.C.G-.  vaccination  will  begin  in  the  spring  session 

1955. 

Causes  of  Death 

The  causes  of  death  are  given  in  the  following  table 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General:  ~ 
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CMTCRAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population  (estimated  mid-1934) 
Rateable  Value  £ 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate 
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102,371 
18,420 
33,004 
£  222 


MEDICAL  STATISTICS 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics  for  the  year,  relating 
to  the  net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for  outward 
and  inward  transfers,  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  Scheme 

The  following  immunisations  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  hy  general  practitioners  and  the  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer, 


In  most  cases  the  primary  immunisation  is  against  both 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  and  these  are  therefore  included 
with  primary  diphtheria  immunisations  alone  in  the  table  of 
immunisations.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  has 
been  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  number  of  infants 
protected  before  reaching  the  age  of  one.  This  is  to  some 
extent  due  to  the  fact  that  combined  immunisations  are  begun 
at  an  earlier  age  than  was  the  custom  with  plain  diphtheria 
immuni  sations. 
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Records  show  that  up. to  31.12.54*  3*075  children  under 

the  age  of  15  were  protected  against  diphtheria  (a  very 
slight  increase  over  the  preceding  year) . 


In  addition  complete  immunisations  against  whoopi ng 
cough  were  given  to  9  children  between  the  ages  of  1  -  4. 

VACCOTATION 


There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
infant  vaccinations >  22  mere  infants  having  been 
protected  than  in  the  previous  year. 


] 

Under  1  yr.  I 

1  yr. 

,  ?  j 

;  4  1 

2-4  yrs.l  5-14  yrs. 

....  - 

15  &  over 

. 76  | 

f  3  1 

l  - - -  — -i 

[  2  I 

- 

8 

L...™  r.,fri^mr..fW,amm^ 

Re  vac  c  illations  j 

1 

— -  | 

\ 

;  i 

1 

i 

1  1 

E  i 

|  i 

f  j 

-1 

1 

‘  i 

[  j 

!  5 

1 

\ 

Page 


8 


Housing 


The  number  of  houses  erected  in  1934  wore:  — 

1)  By  the  Council  68 

2)  By  private  enterprise  28 

The  number  of  applications  on  the  housing  list  at 
31.12.34  was  319,  compared  with  333  a  year  ago. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949 


The  appropriate  action  was  taken  uner  Part  VII  of  the 
above  regulations  in  four  cases  where  Brucella  Abortus,  and 
two  cases  where  tubercle  bacillus  were  found  in  milk  samples, 
collected  by  the  County  Milk  Sampling  Officer,  on  laboratory 
examination. 
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District  Water  Schemes 


A  Direct  Labour  Staff  commenced  work  in  March,  1954, 
making  the  free  connections  from  the  mains  to  the 
consumers  *  boundary. 

Little  Dunham 

Scheme  operating  and  connections  almost  completed. 
Hockering 

Scheme  operating.  Connections  completed. 
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Rougham 


Scheme  operating.  Connections  completed. 

North  Elmham 

Scheme  almost  completed  and  connection  work  to  commence 
early  in  the  new  year. 

Lit  chain 

Scheme  completed  with  the  exception  of  the  installation 
of  pumping  machinery. 

Mattishall 

Scheme  completed  with  the  exception  of  the  installation 
of  pumping  machinery. 

Shipdham 

Scheme  in  operation  and.  connection  work  proceeding,, 
Swamion  M  or  ley 

Council  House,  borehole  satisfactorily  test  pumped  and 
Ministry  approval  obtained.  Starting  date  awaited. 


'..his  son  sett 


Scheme  operating  and  connection  work  almost  completed. 


Colkirk 


Council  House  borehole  satisfactorily  test  pumped  and 
Ministry  approval  obtained.  Starting  date  given  as  1st. 
April,  1955. 


Beeston 


Result  of  local  enquiry  held  by  Ministry  Inspector  is 
awaited. 
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Mileham 


Borehole  completed  and  satisfactorily  test  pumped* 
Ministry  has  approved  scheme  and  starting  date  awaited* 

Council  have  given  instructions  for  schemes  to  be 
prepared  for  the  villages  of  Weasenham  St.  Peter, 

Weasenham  All  Saints,  Lyng  and  Little  Fransham.  They  have 
programmed  the  villages  of  Tit  tie  shall,  Bawde  swell,  Bintry 
and  Great  Dunham  for  schemes  when  the  others  are  more 
advanced. 


1  TABLES  OF  CONNECTIONS  TO  DATE  I 

Parish 

House  s  on 

Houses  connected 

Other 

] 

Total] 

line  of 

(including  Council 

Connec- 

j 

main 

Houses) . 

tions 

j 

HtuituHiutiHtitnuntiimimiMi 

Hockering 

col 

P'1 

lUimioHimiimtmtiiHUUtlUUWi'WWHHUiUuii.imu 

37 

HuiHutmimtiiiHtmui 

3 

liiiaitllHHUiHMIHtf 

AO  | 

Rougham 

65 

62 

1 

63  1 

Whissonsett 

127 

66 

4 

70 1 

Shipdham 

317 

A 

Nil 

4  | 

Lt.  Dunham 

46 

I  * 

27 

3 

3°  | 

Total 

196 

11 

207  | 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


Part  1  of  the  Act. 


i 
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1  x 

(Factories  in  which  Sec.l52, 
i  3,4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 

1  by  Local  Authorities 

- - - 1 

Number 

on 

Register 

— . . . - 

;  Inspec- 
j  tions 

Number  of 

written 

notices 

. . . . . . -~Mi 

Occup- ! 
iers 
pros- 
ecuted 

5 

11 

|  Factories  not  included  in 

1  (i)  in  which  Section  7  is 

1  enforced  by  the  Local 
|  Authority 

55 

i 

65 

’ 

i.IXA.  iwPr:> 

2 

l 

: 

|  Other  premises  in  which 
|  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
|  the  Local  Authority 

Nil 

; 

. 

Nil 

: 

! 

f  Nil 

i 

E 

TOTAL 

:nilllJ""  1  rT  1  '1 

60 

76 

5 

• 

L» 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS 
were  found 


Particulars 


mwminumTt  i  wifUn  <  i 


Pound  I  Remedied 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S#l) 

Over  cr  ow ding  ( S  «,  2 ) 

Unreasonahle  temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S*4] 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanit  ary  Convenience  s  ( S#  7  ) 

(a)  Insufficient 

b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 


3 


Other  offences  against  the  Act  - 


TOTAL 


Referred  ( Referred 
|  to  H.M.  | by  H#M# 

|  Inspector  |  Inspector 


3 


3 


3 


+ 


ii»»Mwu»rt>M»»i»»«w«»n»i>wn 
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No  prosecutions  were  instituted  under  the  Acts* 

During  the  year  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  again 
carried  out  the  duties  of  Appointed  Factory  Doctor* 

114  juveniles  from  the  area  for  which  he  is  responsible 
were  examined  for  fitness  for  employment,  and  34  of  these 
were  resident  in  Mitford  and  Launditch* 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 
Local  Health  Services  under  Part  111 


Domestic  Help  Service 

4  part  time  and  34  occasional  home  helps  were  employed 
during  the  year  and  63  cases  were  assisted  in  the  Mitford 
and  Launditch  area. 

Mental  Health  -  Administration 

Mr*  J*  G-*  Larwood  retired  in  August  1934  and  his  duties 
have  been  taken  over  by  Mr*  A.  Boothman  who  has  been  a 
Welfare  Officer  on  the  staff  of  the  County  Council  since 
1948* 


24  cases  have  been  admitted  to  mental  hospitals,  18 
of  these  being  voluntary  patients  and  6  certified* 

In  all  cases  where  admission  arrangements  are  made  by 
the  Welfare  Officer  a  social  history  is  prepared  and 
submitted  to  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  hospital* 
Visits  and  reports  are  made  in  respect  of  patients  on 
leave,  on  trial  and  when  discharged,  at  the  request  of 
the  hospital. 

Mental  Defectives 

The  following  cases  were  visited  and  reported  on 
periodically: - 
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Under  statutory  supervision 
Under  friendly  supervision 
Under  guardianship 
Under  licence 


36 

4 

3 

2 


Four  children  attend  occupation  centres  and  five  receive 
training  at  home. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

No  cases  were  dealt  with  under  this  Act. 

Village  Weighing  Centres 

Scarning  and  Brisley  Centres  were  closed  during  the 
year  'owing  to  the  poor  attendances.  Mothers  who  used  to 
attend  these  centres  can,  in  most  cases,  attend  other  centres 
which  are  not  too  far  away. 

The  attendance  at  the  other  centres,  with  the  exception 
of  Mattishall,  has  in  general  Been  well  maintained. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


A.  Be  GUILD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SiiTITAKT  DSBPECTOR*  S  REPORT 


for  the  Year  1954- 


fir.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1954* 
Rater  Supplies 

Wells  form  the  major  source  of  supply  for  domestic  use 
in  this  Area,  and  vary  in  depth  from  12  to  60  feet. 

Complaints  received  regarding  the  quality  of  well  water, 
are  investigated  to  ascertain  conditions  of  the  surroundings 
and  reason  for  suspicion  that  the  water  is  not  wholesome. 

Ill  visits  were  made,  and  samples  taken  as  under: - 

Wells  c  o  *  Satisfactory  9 

Unsati  sf  act  ory  40 
Suspicious  5  Total  54 


Bores  -  Samples  were  also  taken  from  bores,  with 
the  following  results: - 

Satisfactory  19 
Unsatisfactory  11  Total  30 

Nine  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained  from 
one  bore.  The  cause  was  obviously  contamination  of  the 
underground  water  from  some  source  unknown,  but  after 
special  treatment  with  continuous  pumping  a  wholesome 
supply  was  eventually  obtained. 

Main  Water  Supply 

Piped  water  supply  has  been  provided  in  the  villages 
of  Rougham,  Hockering,  Whissonsett,  Shipdham  and  Lt. 

Dunham. 

At  the  end  of  December  1954*  207  premises  wrere  receiving 
water  from  the  Council’s  mains  with  51  applications  out¬ 
standing. 
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The  general  indication  is,  that  householders  are 
realising  the  benefits  of  a  piped  water  supply,  whether 
installed  over  the  sink,  or  obtained  from  a  standpipe 
outside  the  kitchen  door. 


26  houses  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  Dereham  Urban 
District,  but  which  cane  within  the  Parish  of  Scarning, 
have  a  piped  supply  available  from  the  Town*  s  main  supply. 


18  of  these  houses  are  connected  to  the  mains. 


In  considering  future  parish  schemes  for  mains  water 
supply,  it  was  decided  that  a  canvas  be  made  in  8  villages 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  number  of  householders  who  were 
likely  to  avail  themselves  of  a  mains  supply  in  the  event 
of  the  same  being  made  available.  L  total  of  578  visits 


were  made  in  the  parishes  of  Bawde swell,  Weasenhan  nil 
Saints,  Weasenham  St.  Peter,  Lyng,  Tit  tie  shall,  Gt. 
Dunham,  Lt.  Fransham  and  Bintry.  Of  these  8k  post-war 
Council  Houses  were  provided  with  estate  supplies  while 
64  pre-war  Council  Houses  were  without  a  mains  supply. 
In  addition  to  the  latter,  198  private  householders 
stated  they  would  be  prepared  to  connect  to  a  mains 
supply  when  same  was  available 


_e. 


It  was  decided  that  schemes  be  instituted  in  the 
above  8  villages,  but  the  implementation  of  the  schemes 
be  divided  into  2  stages,  Weasenham  All  Saints,  Weasenham 
St.  Peter,  Lt.  Fransham  and  Lyng  being  in  stage  1,  and 
the  remainder  in  stage  2. 

Private  Mains  Supply 

New  Council  Housing  sites  have  piped  supply  inside 
the  houses  which  is  obtained  from  a  bore  on  each  site. 


Sewerage 

Scarning  Part  of  this  pipe  sever  drain  which  is 
connected  to  the  ~Urban  District  Public  Sewer  is  laid  over¬ 
land,  and  sections  burst  during  the  hard  weather  in 
February  of  this  year. 
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F oxley  The  piped  sewer  and  surface  water  drain  which 

runs  the  whole  length  of  the  village  street  was  extended 
"by  450  feet  and  a  septic  tank  constructed  to  arrest  the 
sludge  and  road  silt*  This  has  resulted  in  abating  a 
long  standing  nuisance. 

Open  Sewer  and  Surface  Water  Drains 


Sections  of  these  open  drains  which  more  commonly  may 
be  termed  sewer  ditches  run  through  built  up  areas  in 
villages,  and  a  complete  survey  was  made  with  a  view  to 
piping  in. 

The  sewer  ditches  at  Lvng  and  Bawde swell  are  very 
offensive  during  humid  and  hot  weather  and  were  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  a  priority  in  piping,  and  schemes  for  these 
villages  were  prepared  for  consideration  by  the  County 
Council.  The  piping  in  of  these  ditches  would  add  to 
the  amenities  of  the  villages,  and  obviate  the  necessity 
for  continual  cleaning  out. 

103  inspections  were  made  in  regard  to  the  condition 
of  the  open  sewer  ditches  throughout  the  areai,  and  every 
effort  is  made  to  reduce  the  nuisance  arising  therefrom. 

Drainage 


Complaints  were  received  re  private  systems-  not 
functioning  properly.  .After  inspection,  24  systems 
were  reconstructed  and  modernised.  Inspections  were 
made  during  work  in  progress  and  the  system,  tested  upon 
completion. 

45  new  private  drainage  systems  were  installed  to 
take  bath,  sink  and  W.C.  waste  and  85  visits  were  made 
thereon. 

31  visits  were  made  to  test  new  sy stems,  or 
extensions  to  existing  post-war  housing  sites. 
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Scavenging 


This  service  is  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Edwin  Clark  of 
Aveley,  Essex,  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  and  has  been  in  operation  5  years. 

Sanitary  Pails  are  emptied  weekly,  and  house  refuse 
collected  at  fortnightly  intervals. 

The  service  also  includes  two  free  emptyings  of 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks  per  contract  year,  which  is  from 
1st.  June  to  31st.  May  the  following  year. 

Requests  are  sometimes  made  for  a  third  emptying  and 
the  cost  is  defrayed  by  the  person  requesting  the  extra 
service. 

New  Council  housing  sites  have  installations  with 
filter  beds  from  which  the  final  effluent  is  disposed  of 
by  soil  irrigation.  Those  are  pumped  out  at  intervals  of 
three  to  four  months* 

Where  septic  tanks  only  are  installed  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  pump  these  out  at  intervals  of  four 
weeks,  and  weekly  on  one  site. 

This  frequent  emptying  is  due  to  the  nature  of  the 
subsoil  receiving  the  final  effluent  which  becomes  sewage 
sick  and  clogged,  preventing  an  efficient  disposal  of  the 
effluent. 

The  detergents  now  in  general  use  also  materially 
effect  the  proper  functioning  of  the  sewage  plants  result¬ 
ing  in  heavy  scum  and  sludge  being  formed  in  both  tank  and 
filters. 

Normally  one  tanker  load  (750  gallons)  is  sufficient 
to  empty  a  cesspool  but  in  the  case  of  most  of  the  post-war 
housing  sites,  it  has  been  found  that  6-10  loads  are 
required  to  properly  empty  one  installation.  In  addition 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  gaining  access  to  some  of  the 
plants. 
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In  such  cases,  a  long  length  of  hose  has  to  he  laid,  with 
resulting  greater  strain  on  the  pumping  unit  of  the  vehicle, 
and  longer  time  taken  to  complete  the  operation. 

51  inspections  of  these  plants  were  made  during  the 
year* 

909  cesspools  to  private  property  and  Council  House 
plants  were  emptied  during  the  year. 

House  refuse  shows  no  signs  of  diminishing  In  quant ity. 
Disused  gravel  pits  are  used  for  the  disposal  of  this 
refuse  and  although  every  effort  is  made  to  prevent  a 
nuisance  at  these  sites,  it  is  inevitable  that  paper  is 
blown  about  the  vicinity  making  the  tips  unsightly. 
Unauthorised  persons  are  often  found  picking  over  the 
refuse. 

Householders  could  materially  assist  in  preventing 
this  nuisance,  also  fires,  if  they  would  bum  waste 
paper  at  home. 

The  type  of  container  used  by  householders  to  store 
refuse  has  not  improved.  It  seems  that  any  old  tin 
bath  or  sack  is  deemed  a  suitable  container*  In  point  of  fact 
those  receptacles  are  a  nuisance,  not  only  to  the 
householders  by  reason  of  flies  and  dust  and  paper  etc. 
blowing  about  on  their  own  premises,  but  also  to  the 
men  collecting.  No  attempt  is  made  in  hundreds  of 
cases  to  even  try  to  keep  the  refuse  dry,  and  the  men 
have  often  to  empty  the  water  out  before  lifting  the  tin 
or  container  into  the  vehicle.  I  have  seen  boxes  of 
refuse  frozen  solid,  and  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  more 
consideration  is  shown  by  proper  dustbins  being  provided 
at  private  houses  and  Council  property  alike* 

Special  tip  dressing  fluid  is  provided  for  spraying 
the  surface  of  the  tips  during  the  summer  months  and  the 
Council*  s  Rat  Catchers  pay  periodical  visits  to  deal  with 
rats  and  other  vermin  which  would  otherwise  breed  rapidly 
on  these  dumps. 
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1 39  visits  were  made  by  your  Sanitary  Officers  to  refuse 
and  night  soil  disposal,  sites,  and  generally  checking  the 
working  of  the  scheme. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  5  1949 


Your  Council  employ  three  full  tine  rat  catchers  who  cover 
the  whole  area.  A  summary  of  visits  and  treatments  carried 
out  by  them  is  given  below:  - 


Type  of 
Property 

No. 

Inspected. 

. . . . . . . . . . . ....j 

- - , 

Infestation 

Treated 

Major  |  Minor 

Major  I  Minor 

L.A. 

I 

Dwellings 

i 

Agricultural 

5  : 

Business  Premises 

[" . 

59 

11,135 

1,608 

481 

4  |  44 

13  ! 3,044 
if  68  - 

1  f  17 

1  f  38 

10  I  2,987 

-  1  20 

-  I  13 

Total 

r 

13,283 

19  13,173 

7 

11  I  3,058  1 

Housing  &  Public  Health  Acts 

Ho.  of  complaints  investigated  ...  97 

No.  of  inspections  and  re -inspect ions  . , .  407 

Ho,  of  Moveable  Dwellings  inspected  ...  73 

Informal  requests  to  carry  out  work  of 

repair  etc.  ...  80 

Work  completed  as  a  result  of  above  ...  5 6 

9 


Statutory  Notices  served 
Work  completed 
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No*  of  houses  considered  incapable  of 

being  made  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense  . .  *  28 
Demolition  Orders  made  -  Nil 
Closing  Orders  made  . . .  8 
Derelict  houses  demolished  *  *  *  5 
Undertakings  not  to  re-let  accepted  * . .  11 
Housing  Act  *  1949  •  Improvement  G-rant 


This  Act  makes  provision  for  improvements  which  consist 
of  the  installation  of  a  bathroom,  hot  and  cold  water 
supply  within  the  house,  provision  of  a  W.C  with  modern 
drainage  system,  and  additional  living  room  and  bedroom 
accommodation  may  also  be  included* 

Trior  to  plans  and  estimates  of  cost  being  obtained 
and  application  being  submitted  my  advice  is  sought  on  tech¬ 
nical  details  and  procedure* 

During  the  year  83  such  visits  were  made  to  the  premises 
prior  to  a  definite  application  for  a  grant* 

16  applications  were  submitted  and  approved  by  your 
Public  Health  C  ommittee. 

6  schemes  were  completed  and  9  were  in  progress  at  the 
end  of  the  year* 

Sale  of  Food  &  Drugs  Act*  1938 

137  inspections  were  made  of  shops,  cafes,  fried  fish 
establishments,  and  mobile  vans,  bakehouses,  etc. 

The  Canning  Factory  (Messrs*  Corbatch  Ltd.)  at 
Beeston  is  visited  under  this  Act  and  also  under  the 
Factory  Act. 
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This  firm  carried  cut  extensive  improvements  last  year 
to  deal  with  the  effluent  and  commenced  the  second  stage  of 
installing  additional  filtering  plant  during  this  year* 

Unfit  Foods 

Very  little  unfit  foodstuffs  in  village  stores  were 
condemned  during  the  year.  This  is  due  to  the  high  quality 
of  the  goods  in  the  shops* 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  suspected  to  be  caused  by 
a  particular  brand  of  tinned  cream  occurred  in  another  part 
of  the  Country  and  the  Ministry  of  ^fealth  requested  all 
Local  Authorities  to  investigate  in  their  area,  and  stop,  the 
sale  of  this  product. 

59  shops  in  this  district  were  visited,  and  a  few  tins 
found.  These  were  withdrawn  from  sale  and  finally 
destroyed.  No  cases  of  illness  were  reported,  in  this  area 
through  consuming  this  cream. 

Meat  Inspection 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  a  meeting  of  butchers 
in  this  district  was  called  with  a  view  to  carrying  out 
repairs  and  improvements  to  their  private  Slaughterhouses* 

To  this  suggestion  they  readily  agreed,  and  your  Sanitary 
Officers  carried  cut  inspections  of  If-  premise se  The 
slaughterhouses  were  improved  and  killing  commenced  during 
July.  Every  effort  is  made  to  inspect  carcases  on  the 
day  of  slaughter,  and  175  visits  were  made.  Most  butchers 
kill  on  Monday  of  each  week*  The  quality  of  the  beasts, 
sheep  and  pigs  is  of  high  standard,  only  three  casualty 
carcases  were  condemned  together  with  a  small  amour t  of 
offal.  At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review/,  8  Licensed 
slaughterhouses  were  operative. 

Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  in  this  Area. 
Supplies  of  wrapped  ice  cream  and  iced  lollies  are  obtained 
from  large  producers  outside  the  area,  and  are  delivered  in 
special  containers.  The  shops  have  modern  refrigerators. 
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45  retailers  are  registered  with  this  authority. 


36  samples  of  ice  cream  and  31  iced  lollies  were 
submitted  to  the  laboratory  with  the  following  re  suit  sl¬ 
ice  Cream  Grade  1  30  Lollies  -  Satisfactory  * . . 

"  2  ...  6  ,f  Doubtful  . . . 


Milk  Supplies 


Under  the  Milk  Special  Designation  (Pasteurised  Milk) 
Regulations,  5  licences  were  granted  to  retail  pasteurised 
milk. 

New  drainage  for  new  or  reconstructed  cowsheds  and 
dairies  have  also  to  be  constructed  to  the  satisfaction 
of  your  Sanitary  Officers,  14  inspections  were  made 
for  this  purpose. 

Petroleum  Acts 

All  applications  for  new  licences  or  renewal  of 
existing  licences  are  investigated  by  my  department. 

Factory  Acts  1937  1948 


A  copy  of  the  annual  return  as  required  by  the 
Ministry  is  included  at  the  end  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health* 1  s  Annual  Report, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  Servant 

W.H.EOTAEDS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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